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SDC updates from        

June 2015: 

 The 2015 SDC Basic Course 

begins 

 SDC welcomes our new 

volunteer, Raffi 

 The 6th SDC Advanced 

Community Management 

Training Course begins 

 SDC inside trainers attend a 

ToT on Land rights 

 SDC donor, OSI, visits our 

organisation 
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A word on SDC and its coordinator 

Myint, continues to 

work with our team to 

realise the vision he  

set out with his fellow 

ERSB alumni in 2002. 

SDC is located in        

Karenni Refugee Camp 

1, on the Thai-Burma 

border. It was founded 

in 2002 by three    

alumni of EarthRights 

School Burma (ERSB). 

 

The ERSB alumni had 

learnt about subjects 

including democracy, 

law and  environment 

at the school.  

 

 

They wanted young 

people in their          

community to be able 

to study these subjects 

so they founded SDC. 

 

SDC has produced 

over 200 activists for  

the  environment and   

human rights, since its 

formation.  

 

Our coordinator and 

co-founder, Aung Sun 

Aung Sun Myint speaking 

at the 2014 enrollment 

The new school year 

for SDC has officially 

begun. Between June 

1st and June 5th, our 51 

new basic course 

students got to know 

our school, our staff, 

our teachers, our 

coordinator and each 

other during their 

o r i e n t a t i o n .  T h e 

orientation included a 

fresher’s welcome 

party which the 

Advanced Course 

students attended as 

well. 

O r i e n t a t i o n  i s 

important for SDC as 

our students come 

from a variety of 

backgrounds. There 

are students from 

d i f f e r e n t  e t h n i c 

groups, religions and 

areas.  

 

CONTINUED ON P4 

 

  



Principal’s Message 

This June, we have begun both our 

basic and advanced courses. On 2nd 

June, we held the fresher’s welcome 

for the new basic and advanced 

students at the SDC center in camp. 

It was a fun and enjoyable evening 

for all. 

 

On 3rd June, we started our basic 

course and advanced course, at the 

same time. We held orientation for 

the basic course. In the first week, 

we started the first month of the 

advanced course by providing office 

management, community 

organizing, sustainable development 

and English by 3 volunteers as well 

as computer skills by a staff member 

of SDC. 

 

Since the 8th June, we have been 

providing the issues of Environment, 

Democracy for All, the rule of Law 

and human rights for the new 

students on the basic course. These 

subjects are all taught by SDC staff 

members. 

 

In order to participate with our 

community, on 20th of June, we, SDC 

staff and students attended the 

world refugee day ceremony which 

was celebrated in camp and was 

organized by UNHCR and Camp 

committee leaders.  

On 21st of June, we, SDC staff and 

students attended the Karenni 

National Day ceremony which was 

celebrated in the camp. 

 

On 24th of June a donor staff 

member from OSI visited to our SDC 

and met with our SDC staff, students 

and some community leaders at our 

basic course. This was a great 

opportunity for us to show our 

appreciation to their organisation as 

well as to showcase the young 

people that they are promoting 

within our community. 

 

Overall, we are happy to have 

started the new school year and we 

are looking forward to building the 

skills and knowledge of the incoming 

groups of students. 
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Students participating in the community 

organizing class 

SDC staff meet with a representative from 

our donor, OSI 



Here at SDC, we are excited to help 

support and promote our alumni to 

reach their aspirations and goals. 

We hope this program will help 

progress our community towards a 

positive and democratic future. 

It is an exciting time for SDC as an 

organisation with our alumni taking 

the lead in creating a positive future 

for their community.  Our alumni 

our now taking the first steps to 

build their own organisation to 

further disseminate the valuable 

knowledge and skills provided at our 

school. 

 

Last month, our alumni made the 

decision to create an organisation to 

share the knowledge they have 

learnt at SDC. The plans began to 

take shape for an alumni 

organisation when over 30 SDC 

Alumni met in the camp to discuss 

how to make this idea become 

reality. 

Their future plans are to begin 

running events within the camp and 

Karenni State. We also aim to assist 

our alumni with capacity building 

workshops and trainings. 

 

Future event: Our alumni create their own organisation 

Our alumni voting for positions at their meeting 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

  1  2 3 4 Alumni 

organisation 

meeting 

5 

6 Social Studies 

starts on the 

Basic Course 

7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31 Volunteer 

Leaving Party 

  

SDC plan for July 
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Welcoming our new students with our SDC orientation 

Our main activity for our orientation 

is the river of life. This activity 

allows students to share about their 

life experience.  Each student will 

tell the others the story of their life. 

This is why we call the activity river 

of life. Some of the students told of 

tough experiences in their life and 

some of the readings were very 

emotional. 

 

Following this, our fresher’s 

welcome party was very successful. 

Basic course students got the 

opportunity to get to know each 

other in a more informal setting and 

also to meet their peers on the 

Advanced Course. The students 

prepared their own songs and 

dances to present at the ceremony. 

Afterwards, they were able to 

participate in karaoke and also 

continue dancing with their new 

classmates. 

 

 

The final section of our orientation 

was meeting our teachers. This 

included an introduction to the 

subjects that we will provide at the 

school as well as their importance. 

To end orientation, students 

participated in a meeting with the 

school Coordinator, Aung Sun 

Myint. This meeting gave students 

the opportunity to ask questions 

about the school and Aung Sun 

Myint’s own experience serving for 

his community. 

 

After successfully completing our 

orientation, the new students were 

ready to begin their classes. Their 

first set of subjects are rule of law, 

environment and human rights. 

These subjects will provide the 

foundations for our students to 

have a successful learning 

experience and build upon those 

foundations at our SDC School. 
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This year, we have students from 

the ethnic groups of Kayah, Shan 

and Kayan. There are also animist, 

Buddhist, Roman Catholic and 

Baptist students. Our week long 

orientation provides these students 

with the perfect opportunity to 

meet and get to know each other 

before the school year officially 

begins. 

 

This year’s orientation included a 

number of activities. The students 

participated in; introductions; river 

of life; explanations of school rules 

and regulations; electing monitors 

for the students; providing duties to 

groups; talking about SDC vision, 

mission and objective; introducing 

the basic course subjects; and 

playing some games. We also held a 

fresher’s welcome ceremony. 

 

Our River of Life orientation activity 

Our Coordinator meets the new 

basic course students at our school 



At the 2015 event in Karenni 

Refugee Camp 1, there were 

speeches by the leaders of UNHCR, 

Thai authorities and NGOs. After the 

speeches, there was dancing and 

singing. There was also some sports 

and games for the refugee people to 

participate in. Furthermore, some of 

the NGOs displayed their activities 

and information about their 

program during the day. 

Organisations such as ACTED 

displayed the materials and food 

produced in their workshops.  

 

This event and day is very important 

for people to learn more about our 

refugee people and be able to 

consider about their lives and  

situation. So that, People can unite 

to support refugees across the 

world.  

 

With the global refugee situation in 

mind, it is important to get a scope 

of the current refugee crisis within 

the world. At this moment, more 

than 43 million people are forcibly 

displaced across the world. The 

number has almost tripled since the 

introduction of world refugee day in 

2001. 

 

The UNHCR uses this event as an 

opportunity to raise the wider 

public’s awareness of refugee crises 

across the world. Last year, in order 

to raise awareness of the people in 

Karenni Refugee Camp 1, the 

UNHCR’s special envoy, Angelina 

Jolie-Pitt travelled to the camp and 

met with the citizens there. This 

year’s event in Karenni Refugee 

Camp 1 did not include such a high 

profile presence.  

 

Our community participates in World Refugee Day 

World Refugee Day is an important 

time for citizens across the globe to 

recognise the plight of refugees. On 

UNHCR’s website they say it as a day 

that ‘commemorates the strength, 

courage, and resilience of millions of 

refugees.’ This was shown through 

the coming together of the diverse 

groups within the camp to attend a 

small event in Karenni Refugee 

Camp 1. 

  

World Refugee Day was first 

celebrated on the 20th June 2001. 

This was to mark the 50th 

anniversary of the 1951 Convention 

relating to the status of refugees. It 

also coincided with the more 

widespread Africa Refugee Day. In 

2001, the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees stated 

this day would be used to recognise 

the plight of the approximately 14 

million refugees in the world. 
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SDC students with prizes that they 

won after the competitions at World 

Refugee Day 

The audience for World Refugee Day 



The treaty stated “It is hereby 

agreed between the British and 

Burmese governments that the 

state of Western Karenni shall 

remain separate and independent, 

and that no sovereignty or 

governing authority of any 

description shall be claimed or 

exercised over the state.  ”  

 

Despite this treaty, successive 

Burmese governments have  

ignored Karenni State’s 

independence and occupied their 

On 21st June, our students joined 

with many other young people and 

organisations for a celebration in 

Karenni Refugee Camp 1 to 

recognise Karenni National Day. 

Karenni National Day 

commemorates the day that 

Karenni State was granted 

independence. For this day, Karenni 

people across the camp and across 

the globe unite in their shared 

history and roots. 

 

Every year the Karenni leaders 

remind their people of their history 

on the 21st of June. On this day, in 

1875, the Burmese minister of 

foreign affairs, Kin Woon Mingyi and 

Sir Douglas Forsyth, a representative 

of the British viceroy, signed a treaty 

recognising Karenni independence. 

 

 

 The Karenni people celebrate their 140 th National Day 

state. The 1875 agreement has 

frequently been cited in the long 

conflict to achieve independence. 

 

More recently, the  main Karenni  

political group in conflict with the 

Burmese government, the KNPP , 

have changed their stance to 

demand for a general federal state 

within Burma. 

 

In the camp this year, Karenni 

People marched to the ceremony’s 

location. At the ceremony, leaders 

from our community spoke to the 

audience.  

 

They reminded the audience of the 

Karenni People’s history and 

encouraged them to maintain 

patience and trust that one day they 

will be able to return to their 

homeland. Many of the camp 

residents celebrated the day 

amongst their community. 

 

Our SDC is proud to participate in 

any event that recognizes our 

Karenni history and helps the 

preservation of our own cultures 

and traditions. 
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SDC students march for Karenni National Day 

The stage for the 140th Karenni 

National Day celebration 



 

A day at the office by SDC students 

For students’ Office Management 

lessons as part of the 2015 

Advanced Course, they were 

required to create an office drama. 

Here is the script in full for one of 

the short dramas. 

 

Introduction 

 

Manager (M): Hello. Good Morning. 

Employee DM (DM): Hello 

M: I will give some responsibility to 

you. Can you do it? 

DM: Yes, I can. 

M: You need to record this 

information and after you finish, you 

need to write a report and make a 

afternoon at 2:00pm. 

 

At the Meeting 

 

M: Please tell me about the jobs you 

do at the office. 

DM: Now, I have three jobs so I 

need 2 staff to help me. 

M: Yes, we all agree to find new 

staff to help with your jobs. So after 

our meeting, we will prepare an 

application form for new staff and 

then we will interview. 

 

Interview 1 

 

M: Do you have any experience? 

Interviewee 1 (OM): Yes, I have 

experience working in the Karenni 

Education Department for one year. 

M: Are you really interested in our 

job? 

OM: Yes, because this organisation 

can help our community very much. 

So, I am really interested in this 

organisation. 

M: Have you applied to another job? 

OM: No. 

M: How long will you work with this 

organisation? 

OM: I will work for three years in 

the organisation. 

list of accounting. 

DM: Yes, I can. 

M: Ok, See you on Friday. 

 

Friday 

 

M: Hello, DM. Are you okay with 

your jobs? 

DM: No, I have too many jobs so I 

can’t finish my jobs. I feel sad. I 

want to stop my job in the office. 

M: Oh – please keep trying. I will 

find two employees to help you. 

DM: Ok, I will make a job application 

to start hiring. 

M: We will have a meeting this 
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Students conducting their role play 



Interview 2 

 

M: Do you have any experience? 

Interviewee 2 (MM): No. 

M: Are you really interested in our 

job? 

MM: Yes, a little bit. 

M: Why did you apply to our 

organisation? 

MM: Because I don’t have a job and 

I want to get a little bit of 

experience in the organisation. 

M: Have you applied to another job? 

MM: I haven’t applied to another 

job but I want to move to another 

country. 

Role Play 2 
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M: How long will you work with this 

organisation? 

MM: Maybe one year but it will 

depend on me. If I am interested in 

this organisation, I will do for one or 

two years. 

 

Interview 3 

 

M: Do you have any experience? 

Interviewee 3 (AT): Yes, I have 

experience at Karenni Social and 

Welfare Development Center. 

M: Are you really interested in our 

job? 

AT: Yes because this organisation 

can help our community be better 

so I want to help this organisation. I 

also want to improve myself here. 

M: Have you applied to another job? 

AT: No. 

M: How long will you work with this 

organisation? 

AT: I will do as much as I can for 

more than 5 years. 

 

Post – Interview discussion 

 

M: Now, we need to choose a good 

person from the interviews. So, how 

did you see the interviews? And 

who do you want to choose as good 

staff? 

DM: Now, I want to choose OM and 

AT because they had good 

interviews. I think MM wasn’t really 

interested in our job. 

M: Yes, I also agree so we will invite 

them on 15/7/2015. And we need to 

delegate their responsibilities.  

DM: That’s ok. Thank you. 

M: Thank you. I want you to prepare 

materials for training and 

orientation. 

Students consider about ideas for answering the question, what happens in 

an office? 



was destroyed. I had to stay at the 

camp committee office and I 

worried that I would be unable to 

study in the summer at SDC School. 

Luckily, SDC allowed me to stay at 

their dormitory for the 2015 

summer course. 

 

After studying at this school and 

because of my experiences, I want 

to work for my community. I want 

everyone to be careful of fire. 

Please do not allow children to play 

with fire. In the future, I want to be 

a leader in my community. I want to 

distribute medicine in my 

community. I want to do this 

because there are not enough 

people who have completely 

finished school. 

 

Finally, I want to say that the 

subjects such as human rights, law 

and democracy are really useful for 

me. I don’t want to see my 

community collapse. SDC School is 

very important for our future. SDC 

School saves our lives. 

 

I currently live in Karenni Refugee 

Camp 1 with my sister but I come 

from Shadaw. I came to camp in 

2009 because there were many 

problems in my community and I 

wanted to study. My father passed 

away in 2010 because of alcohol. 

Inside Karenni State, we were 

unable to make a living or farm. 

Fighting often occurred in my village 

in Shadaw. I couldn’t understand 

about this because I was too young. 

We always hid in bunkers that we 

dug under our houses. I was not 

afraid. I always believed that when I 

became an adult, I would be a 

Karenni soldier and fight back 

against the Burmese soldiers. The 

Burmese soldiers beat our 

community leaders. Many people 

moved to the refugee Camps like 

me. We could not face this 

discrimination. 

 

I decided to study at SDC 

because we have no human 

rights in my village. Therefore, I 

wanted to know about them. I 

wanted to know why we don’t 

have human rights in our 

community. After studying the 

SDC Basic Course, I now 

understand the reason our rights 

are abused by the Burmese 

soldiers. The Burmese soldiers 

are a result of a bad system. We 

do not have democracy in our 

country. Therefore, we do not 

have an avenue to claim our 

rights. This allows the Burmese 

soldiers to abuse us and our 

people to suffer. I feel very happy 

now I have studied at SDC School 

because I know about my rights. 

 

During my time at SDC School, 

there was a fire in Karenni 

Refugee Camp 1. On a day in hot 

season, an elderly woman in 

section one left her stove 

unattended. This caused a 

serious fire. At that time, I was 

playing with water for our 

traditional Kay Htoe Boe festival 

in section one. When we saw the 

fire, we tried to pour water on 

the fire. We couldn’t stop it 

though because of the wind. It 

was only a light breeze but the 

fire was very strong and it spread 

quickly. After the fire, my house 

Alumni Profile: Klaw Reh 
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On behalf of SDC and all our 

students, we would like to thank 

our core funders:  

- The American Jewish World 

Service  

- The Open Society Institute  

- Refugees International Japan 

Our partners:  

- Earthrights International  

- The Curriculum project  

- Mote Oo Education 

We would also like to thank   

anyone who has volunteered 

with our organization now or in 

the past. 

 

Finally, we would like to thank 

you the reader for showing an 

interest in supporting the cause 

of our people with your support 

we can go from strength to 

strength in the future. 

Thank you! 
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‘The vision of Social Development Center is to promote the lives of the 

people who have suffered human rights abuses, to teach non-violent 

skills to build up a new society, to develop the rule of law, to value   

human dignity and to protect the environment.’  

 

To achieve our mission statement we rely on various avenues of    

support including core organizational and project funding from our 

major donors. We are also supported by our own community, local 

staff and the generous help of volunteers from across the globe. 

Mae Hong Son 

Thailand 

PO BOX 20 

58000 

+66 0898526619 

officesdc@yahoo.com 

Visit us at: http://sdcthailand.wordpress.com 

 

If you are interested in making a donation, please email officesdc@yahoo.com. Please title your   

message SDC Donation. 

If you are interested in volunteering with us, please email us at the same address: 

officesdc@yahoo.com. We accept volunteers for a minimum of three months. 

 

Furthermore, if there is any other way you would like to provide us with support or assistance, please 

email us at the same address: officesdc@yahoo.com. 
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