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Foreword: 

 

In Karenni Refugee Camp 1, we have one school called Social Development Center (SDC). SDC students study about 

Human Rights, environment, and the rule of law. These three subjects are the most important for us in our 

community. Therefore, now we are going to collect information. This report is about the problem and follow – up 

to the fire in Karenni Refugee Camp 2 on the afternoon of Friday 22nd March 2013 at 3:45. The fire displaced two 

sections. We went to collect this information. The CBOs, community leaders, organisations and school teachers 

introduced us to this information, face to face. They had already collected some information which we have used in 

this report. This report may not be able to provide a complete explanation of the fire but it will provide people with 

enough information to understand about this issue 

 

 

Introduction: 

 

We are students at the Karenni Social Development 

Center (KSDC) in Karenni Refugee Camp 1. In our 

school, we have research trips in October. Our 

research trip is for two weeks. We are Maw Soe Meh 

and Khu Ku Reh. We have joined together to 

interview people.  

 

In our report, we describe about the problems that 

people in the refugee camps are experiencing. This 

report is focused on the events of Friday, 22nd of 

March 2013, at 3pm when a fire began in sections 1 

and 4 of Karenni Refugee Camp 2. 
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Research purposes 

 

The purposes of this report are to: 

 

- To know the details of the fire in Karenni Refugee Camp 2 

- To know about how the community are rebuilding their lives 

- To know about the camp citizens’ opinion 

- To know about the effect on students’ education 

- To see and understand about the fire  

- To confirm the validity of information that we have heard prior to our field work. 

 

History of Karenni Refugee Camp 2 

 

In 1875, the British and Burmese leaders 

recognised Karenni State as an 

independent state in a treaty. In Karenni 

State, we have a lot of ethnic groups.  

 

Karenni and Burmese soldiers have been 

fighting. We, Karenni people, have been 

displaced and have had to flee from our 

homeland. In 1989, Burmese soldiers 

came to Pasaw area, Southern Karenni 

State. They took the villagers’ animals, 

mistreated the villagers, burnt down 

their houses and forced the villagers to 

work for them. Many villagers had to 

become porters for the army. So Karenni people were forced to come to Thailand because of the pain and suffering 

they faced in their homeland. In 1992, some Karenni people had moved to HoeBwiLaw village. The Burmese 

soldiers came to this village and forced the villagers to move again. After this, the Karenni people couldn’t live in 

the HoeBwiLaw area. They turned to the KNPP leaders. In 1993, KNPP leaders opened Karenni Refugee Camp 2. All 

of these people went to live in Karenni Refugee Camp 2. Ever since then, a lot of people have been coming to 

Karenni Refugee Camp 2. At this time, KNPP leaders provided them with food. 

 

After 1995, a group of NGOs and The Border Consortium (TBC) had a meeting. From then until now, TBC still 

supports the refugee people in Karenni Refugee Camp 2.   
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About the fire  

 

 Most of the population of 

Karenni refugee camp 2 are 

Karen. There is a population of 

3,373 in the camp. On the Friday 

afternoon of 22nd March at 3:45, 

two sections were displaced by a 

fire.   

  

The camp is divided into four 

sections and the fire consumed 

sections 1 and 4.  One section 

burned for 10-15 minutes while 

the other burned over the course 

of 30-60 minutes. Some people 

did not know what to do and ran 

in and out of their homes in fright. In addition to the homes, the fire burned 2 churches, 1 Bible school, and a large 

medical clinic. In total, 37 people died from the fire, including two pregnant women with un-born babies. Another 

2,300 people became homeless.  

  

According to what the refugees interviewed said, they did not 

know where the fire came from. They had not experienced a 

fire like this one before. The fires they had seen at villages 

before were not the same as it.  Some of the refugee people 

said, before the fire, an airplane flew around the camp 3 times. 

After that, they saw machines pouring a substance from the 

air, similar to water. Most of the refugees have doubts about 

the actions of this airplane. However, they are scared to say 

this. Therefore, they are still keeping it secret.  

 

Subsequent problems in the aftermath of the fire 

 

- The camp citizens don’t feel safe 

- Camp students’ education has been delayed 

- A lot of students have dropped out of school 

- Other problems for young people’s education 

- Some people don’t want to work in schools or organisations 

  

Building a new society for Karenni  Social Development Center 

Issue 1 Page 5 

During the fire 
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- Women and children are feeling especially sad 

 

 

Public opinion and feelings 

 

Before the fire in Karenni Refugee Camp 2, people were so happy to do their traditional festival. After the fire, 

people were not happy to celebrate their traditional festival. They did not feel that their lives were secure and safe. 

They are also disinterested to work in organisations.  

 

The fire damaged a lot of their property. Therefore, it is difficult for them to rebuild because TBC does not provide 

them with enough wood, bamboo and dried leaves. Some families have lost family members so they are feeling 

very sad about this fire. Some families have lost their children, husbands, wives or parents. We don’t want to put 

the names of the people who have lost family. 

 

Health conditions 

 

After the fire, the community’s health became 

worse than before. Because of the smoke from 

the fire, people had breathing difficulties for a 

long time. Their wounds were also still hurting. 

Some of the refugees suffered from depression. 

Many refugees within the community felt in 

constant fear after the fire.  

 

Due to the fire, the big clinic in the camp was 

destroyed. 4 personnel and 1 medic lost their 

lives. A person from the community was sent to 

Mae Hong Son hospital but after 3 or 4 hours, 

they died. The transportation between the clinic 

in camp and the hospital in Mae Hong Son is very difficult. 

 

Before reconstructing the big clinic, the victims and the medics faced a big problem. Even though the reconstructed 

building is bigger than the previous one, the facilities are still insufficient. At current, there are not enough medics. 

There are also many medics applying for third country resettlement. 
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Education situation 

 

After the fire in Karenni Refugee Camp 2, the education 

situation became worse. The fire killed 37 people. Of the 37 

people, 24 were students. Some of the students got wounds 

from the fire. In all of the schools, teachers didn’t want to 

continue after the fire. Therefore, they had a problem with 

staff as they did not have enough teachers in the school. 

Most of the teachers were feeling sad. They did not want to 

continue teaching. They only want to register for 

resettlement to a third country. This meant the quality of 

education became worse. The students also don’t want to 

continue their education due to these reasons. Many of 

them have left the school. The majority of students are no 

longer attending school. The fire burnt a lot of schools. 

Rebuilding after the damage has been very difficult. Also, the 

school books, report cards, materials and curriculum have 

been lost. Due to a lack of materials, they had to open the school one month late. 

 

Conclusion 

 

This report is about the fire on Friday afternoon of the 22nd March 2013 in Karenni Refugee Camp 2. We wrote 

about this incident and the burning down of sections 1 and 4. However, we don’t know about the cause of the fire. 

So, the camp citizens do not feel that their lives are safe. They are feeling sadder and sadder. Additionally, many of 

the students have left school. Some of the citizens opened up to us about seeing an airplane. They have doubts 

about the reasons and purpose of this airplane’s flight. They wish to open up about this issue but they are scared. 

However, some of them talked about this. The Thai authorities did not respond to their queries. This is the 

conclusion of our report. 

 

Recommendations 

 

To the Thai authorities: 

 

- Respect the rights of the Karenni refugees 

- Help and control the Karenni camp and its citizens 

- Recognise Karenni traditional festivals 

- Do not use drugs and alcohol while working in the camps 

- Do not be biased against camp citizens 
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- Pressure the government to sign the 1951 Refugee Convention 

To KNPP:  

 

- Support what people need 

- Provide for education, health, social welfare and economic support 

- Ensure safety for the lives of Karenni refugees 

 

To TBC:  

 

- Citizens in Karenni Refugee Camp 2 face a problem with food. They do not have enough food. 

Therefore, TBC should provide more food to citizens in Karenni Refugee Camp 2 

- They should provide jobs and opportunities for unemployed 

 

To the SPDC, Myanmar government: 

 

- Find justice for the ethnic people 

- You must practice democracy 

- You must share your power with the ethnic leader 
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‘The vision of Social Development Center is to promote the lives of the 

people who have suffered human rights abuses, to teach non-violent 

skills to build up a new society, to develop the rule of law, to value   

human dignity and to protect the environment.’  

 

To achieve our mission statement we rely on various avenues of    

support including core organizational and project funding from our 

major donors. We are also supported by our own community, local 

staff and the generous help of volunteers from across the globe. 

Mae Hong Son, 

Thailand 

PO BOX 20 

58000 

+66 0898526619 

officesdc@yahoo.com 

Visit us at: http://sdcthailand.wordpress.com 

 

If you are interested in making a donation, please email officesdc@yahoo.com. Please title your   

message SDC Donation. 

If you are interested in volunteering with us, please email us at the same address: 

officesdc@yahoo.com. We accept volunteers for a minimum of three months. 

 

Furthermore, if there is any other way you would like to provide us with support or assistance, please 

email us at the same address: officesdc@yahoo.com. 
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