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Introduction 

 

We are all SDC students living in Karenni Refugee Camp 1. Every year in October, SDC School has a 

fieldwork session. The people who researched this report are Khu Mi Reh, Khu Seh Reh Htoo and Maw 

Khar Ra Lay. When we researched, we collected all of the information and we wrote this report. During 

the fieldwork, we used voice recorders, pens, pencils and books.  

 

This report is about flooding in Karenni Refugee Camp 1. In 2014, there was a flood in Karenni Refugee 

Camp 1. Most of the public know about it. However, we think that some organisations and some people 

don’t know about it.  

 

Research purpose 

 

Every year starting on October 1st, SDC students have to do research. We have studied about subjects 

related to our research for four months but only in books. During our research, we use the knowledge that 

we have learnt. In the school, we study rule of law, democracy, environment and human rights. We are 

now using our environment subject to research. Therefore, on October 1st, we started our field work. Every 

year, all students collect information and then we present about it. 

 

Interview methodology 

 

We interviewed inside Karenni Refugee Camp 1. 

We conducted our interviews using informal 

language in a comfortable environment. Before we 

did our fieldwork, we sent out invitation letters. In 

the invitation letters, we let the public know where 

and what time we would interview. To get the 

information, we tried to interview one or two 

people per day. 

 

All of the teachers provided us with strategies to 

interview and collect information. After learning from the teachers, we used this methodology in our 

research. During our research, our teachers provided us with a little money to buy snacks or food for lunch. 

We had two weeks to research this topic. Within the two weeks, we completed our research. When we 

interviewed, we used recording materials such as phones and cassettes.  
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 We used the six wh- words to interview people. After returning from every interview, we wrote about the 

interview and what we learnt. During the two weeks, we faced a lot of difficulties. However at the end, we 

were successful. 

 

Background of flooding in Karenni Refugee Camp 1 

 

Karenni Refugee Camp 1 is in the valley and the land is not flat. It is not a suitable place for people to stay. 

If they continue to live there, they will continue to experience the effects of flooding. Most people want to 

cut trees and bamboo. They want to prepare farmland. They cut down a lot of trees so flooding can affect 

them. In 2004, they experienced flooding. At that time, they lost a lot of materials.  

 

Lost materials during the flooding 

 

This paragraph will list the damaged materials from 

the flooding, at 10:30pm on the night of Tuesday the 

26th August 2015, in Karenni Refugee Camp 1. 

 

In Karenni Camp 1, about 700 people have been 

affected by the flooding. The flooding damaged 172 

houses. After the flooding, there can be more affects 

to the community because it causes many materials to 

be lost or damaged. There was more damage to 

buildings near the stream. Also, a landslide affected the houses near the mountain. The flooding has 

created many different effects to our community. The flooding caused the loss of both organizational 

materials and personal materials.  

 

The community lost public buildings and materials. They lost; a boarding school; the BK clinic and other 

materials. They also lost the clinic for babies, the ration storehouse, the coal storehouse, the pipes, the road 

and the bridge. All of these public buildings and materials were destroyed. 

 

The personal materials destroyed were; houses; fences; toilets; agricultural land; rice; pots; plates; coal; 

firewood; blankets; glasses; saucepans; chairs; tables; shoes; clothes; hoes; blankets; pillows; bamboo; 

yellow beans; and other materials. All of these personal materials were lost in flooding. People also lost 

animals. They lost pigs, chickens and fish. 
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Damaged materials outside of the clinic 



 

U Khu Reh and Daw Oo Meh said “When there was 

flooding, we lost food, chickens, houses and some 

money. We lost 10,000 baht, a ring and jewelry.” 

 

Additionally, when there was flooding, some people lost their lives. The flooding did not only damage a 

few materials. The damage included all of the materials in the house. For the school, the materials that 

were damaged in the school were; tables; chairs; the classroom; and a blackboard. 

 

The materials destroyed in the boarding house were; a television; documents; books; blankets; buckets; 

glasses; chairs; tables; banana trees; and agricultural land. For the health center, they lost; soap; mosquito 

nets; chairs; and all of their materials. 

 

For BT clinic, they lost; soap; handkerchiefs; oxygen; batteries; blankets; cupboards; a stretcher; blood 

packets; flashlights; a television and a DVD player; and diesel. They also lost materials in their laboratory. 

They lost; 12 microscopes and a refrigerator. 

 

For the rice storehouse, they lost; rice, yellow split peas; sweetened wheat; and a wall. For the coal 

storehouse, they lost coal. People living near the river in the Nai Soi area also lost their farmland and their 

roads were damaged. 

 

All of the public in Karenni Refugee Camp 1 have experienced flooding so they spoke out about how they 

felt. 

 

Disadvantages 

 

- The flooding causes everyone in camp to be afraid. 

- The flooding affected some people psychologically. 

- The flooding affected some people’s physical health. 

- People now worry about their future at the refugee camp. 

- People’s daily life is also interrupted 

- All of the people in camp can be affected psychologically and can be sad 

- All of the public have experienced the dangers of flooding 
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“We lost 10,000 baht, a ring and 

jewelry” 



 

Advantages 

 

- On the night of Tuesday 26th August 2015, all of the public learnt about the dangers of flooding 

- They will know about the importance of preserving the natural trees and bamboo to prevent flooding 

- All of the public will get knowledge and also experience about flooding 

- The flooding removed rubbish from the camp. 

 

Deaths caused by flooding 

 

On the night of Tuesday 26th August 2015, in Karenni 

Refugee Camp 1, the flooding injured two people and 

another two people lost their lives. All of these people 

were staying at a hut near a farm in Nai Soi. At this time, 

the water level was very high and the current ran near the 

hut. The rain was very heavy and the water level was 

getting higher. two of the people in the hut tried to run 

and swim away from the river. They were carried away 

by the current. These two people lost their lives. The 

other two people stayed in the hut and debris blocked the path of the water. Due to these debris, they did 

not die. This saved their lives and now they are okay. 

 

The public’s opinions and feelings on the experience of flooding 

 

In Karenni Refugee Camp 1, the opinion of some of the public is that the cutting down of trees for 

agricultural land can cause climate change and could be the cause of this flooding. All of the public feel 

sad and worry about the things they have lost and the experience of the flooding. They have lost many 

materials including; roads; bridges; chicken; pigs; and clothes. They have lost a lot of things so they just 

think about this and they are feeling sad. Now, they have already had an experience of flooding and they 

worry about it happening again. They also worry about the future. All of the public in Karenni Refugee 

Camp 1 have a lot of emotions about this experience. They are feeling sad. 
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The water level on the 26th August 



Some people, who have traditional beliefs, said that this flooding may be caused from someone doing 

something wrong. Daw Byar Ma, who lives in Karenni Refugee Camp 1, talked about her dream. She said 

“The flooding in camp was the same as in my dream. My dream was about the elements of water, land and 

air. In my dream, Jesus Christ said one day you will experience this flooding.  If people do bad things, this 

can happen. That night, I saw flooding. I was feeling very afraid because of my dream. I felt very strange 

to see my dream become reality.” 

 

The public’s opinions and feelings on the landslide 

 

When it flooded the land, on the mountain, around the 

camp eroded and collapsed. All of the public in camp 

worried about their lives and personal safety. The 

landslides had more effect upon the houses and 

nursery school near the mountain. In section 13 of 

Karenni Refugee camp 1, they had already 

experienced landslides on 12th September 2006. At 

that time the landslide covered all of the animals and 

houses in that area. In 2014, this experience was 

worse than in 2006. Therefore, the public, nursery 

teachers, parents and people who stay by the mountain 

worry about landslides. After the landslide, the 

nursery school moved to another school and shared 

their school for one month. The flooding also 

destroyed all of the small-scale agriculture in the area. All of the public who live near the mountain try to 

move to other places. They do this to find a safe place to live. Daw Pree Mo explained about this to us.  

 

Benefits from support  

 

In Karenni Refugee Camp 1, we had some organisations 

help and support the people and groups who were 

affected by the flooding. The supported materials were; 

big and small buckets; shoes; rice; plates; bowls; pots; 

glasses; cups; spoons; mosquito nets; and blankets. The 

supported equipment were; wood; bamboo; and dried 

leaves. In camp, we have some organisations to support 

us so all of the public are very grateful to them. 
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The landslide area 

Some makeshift flood protection 



 

Recommendations 

 

To Camp Committee: 

 

- You should limit cutting down of trees by the public in Karenni Refugee Camp 1.  

- You should make a policy to not cut down trees and we should run a course to remind the public of 

this. 

- You should also have trainings about reforestation. 

-You should guide the public to not farm repetitively in the jungle. 

- There should be an organisation to protect the forest. 

- If someone breaks the law, they should be accounted for by the law.  

- Organisations that have a duty to take care of the forests should run reforestation and ensure they look 

after the forest. 

- Camp Committee should create the organisation to protect the forest. 

 

To the public: 

 

- If you cut down trees, you should only cut down what you need. You do not need to cut down extra. 

- You should look after the forest and replant trees. 

- We should reduce the number of people making farms. 

 

To camp security: 

 

- There should be educated people working as camp security 

- People should not overuse drugs. 

- People should respect camp security’s rules. 

- If you cut down a lot of trees, it can cause flooding. 
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Conclusion 

 

People feel sad about the water rising and the materials they lost in August in Karenni Refugee Camp 1. 

This report followed up on; what materials people lost; what they experienced; and how people felt during 

the flooding, 

 

Before writing this report, we collected all of this information. The main purpose of this report is to follow-

up on the experience of flooding in Karenni Refugee Camp 1. We also wrote about the cause of the 

flooding. All of the public in Karenni Refugee Camp 1 cut down a lot of trees to make farms. This can 

cause air pollution. They also use a lot of natural resources so this causes global warming. This effects 

climate change. It can cause droughts. So, we have had experiences like this many times. The next time, 

we should protect the environment. We should replant trees again. We just want all people to know about 

the dangers of deforestation. 
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Map of the effect of flooding in Karenni Refugee Camp 1 

 

In Karenni Refugee Camp 1, on August 26th 2014, flooding affected the people living near the stream. It 

also affected some of the houses near the mountain because of a landslide. All of the streams are connected 

so when the level is high it can affect all of the areas near the streams. When the current becomes really 

strong, it can erode the land causing landslides. All of the public in camp are feeling sad about this 

experience. 
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