
 

 

 

 

 

 

Building a new society for Karenni 
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July 2016 

 

“The vision of the Social Development Center is to promote the lives of the people who have suffered human rights 

abuses, to teach non-violent skills to build up a new society, to develop the rule of law, to value human dignity and 

to protect the environment” 

About SDC 

by Aung Sun Myint 

SDC is located in Karenni Refugee Camp 1 on the Thai - Myanmar border. It was founded in 2002 by 

three alumni of EarthRights School Burma (ERSB).  

The ERSB Alumni had learnt about Democracy, Law and the Environment. They wanted young people in 

their community to be able to study these subjects, so they founded SDC. 

SDC has produced over 200 human rights and environmental activists since its formation. Our 

coordinator and co-founder Aung Sun Myint continues to work with our team to realize the vision he set 

out with his fellow ERSB alumni in 2002. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This month at SDC 

by Principal Myar Reh 

This  We have come to the end of another month at SDC and there have 

been many things happening at our centers in Karenni Refugee Camp 

#1 and Nai Soi.  

The 52 Basic Course students have been learning about the International Covenant on Civil and 

Political Rights, Environmental issues, the Rule of Law, Systems of Democracy and Social 

Studies. Our Advanced Course students have been improving their English and IT skills and 

learning about Community Management and Project Planning. We also had a guest teacher who 

taught a few lessons in basic Economics.   

On 11th July, SDC students and Karenni National College (KnNC) took part in a collaborative 

workshop as part of their Community Management training. During this workshop the students 

had an opportunity to share their experiences and practice their research skills.  

The Basic Course students participated in training on Mediation and the Concept of Human 

Trafficking delivered by our supporters, the Legal Assistance Centre (LAC) on 14th & 15th July.  

On 8th July, the teachers organized a talent show as an extracurricular activity for the ACMTC 

students. Everyone participated by preparing songs, dances and skits. It was a fun evening and a 

good teambuilding activity!  

In this newsletter, there are articles by the students about the workshop with Karenni National 

College, the Talent Show and a short interview with one of the ACMTC course students. We 

hope you enjoy it!  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Workshop with Karenni National College  

by Thar Gyi 

On July 11th the second year KnNC students visited the SDC office in Nai Soi so that we could share our 

experiences of education and issues in the community. We started the day with some games and we were 

very happy because this created a good atmosphere. Then, in small groups, we had discussions with 

KnNC students and asked them about what they are learning now and what their plans for the future are.  

The students gave us information about 

KnNC’s background. KnNC used to be called 

KnCC (Karenni Community College) but in 

2015 they changed their name to KnNC 

(Karenni National College) because their 

programme is relevant to the whole of 

Karenni State. Their school motto is 

“Brighten the way to the future”. There are 

162 students at KnNC school at the moment.  

 

 

In their courses, KnNC students learn about Social Science, Maths, Economics, English, Karenni 

language, Leadership and Management Skills, as well as how to write newsletters and reports, and they 

practice interview skills. When they finish at KnNC they would like to take the responsibility to help their 

community in the future. Some students are applying to attend other schools and universities.  

We also discussed the differences and similarities between KnNC and SDC and SDC students also shared 

their dreams for the future. We were very happy that we had this opportunity. It was a beautiful and 

enjoyable day.  

KnNC and SDC students deep in discussion 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACMTC Student Talent Show 

by Nang Hom, Lu Myar and Jessica Baw Meh 

On Friday 8th July the ACMTC students held a talent show. This was 

the first talent show that we have had at SDC school. All of the 

students took part and spent a lot of time preparing. There were many 

performances including songs, hip hop dancing, traditional Karenni 

dancing, funny skits and magic tricks. Even the teachers did a dance 

and we had a fashion show at the end. We also bought food and juice 

so that we could have some refreshments. We were very excited to 

have the talent show and the atmosphere was fun. The talent show 

helped us become more confident and we had a very nice time. 

Everyone enjoyed it and we would like to have another one soon.  

 

      

 

 

 

                    

There were even a few magic tricks! 

One of many beautiful songs  

performed on the night 

 

Students perform traditional Karenni dancing 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interview with Khu Lee Reh, ACMTC Student  

by Darja Markek and Emma De Vynck 

Every month we will try to publish an interview with an SDC student or staff member to give our readers 

an idea of their interests, hopes and dreams. This month we hear from Khu Lee Reh, a student on the 

ACMTC, who has been at SDC since June 2015.  

Int.: Tell me about your experience at SDC so far.  

Khu Lee Reh: I like SDC school because I can study really 

interesting subjects. I like human rights, democracy, environment and 

rule of law. I think these subjects, especially human rights, are very 

important because they can help bring equality to our community.  

When my family lived in Myanmar, there was a lot of discrimination 

and many conflicts. It was very difficult and many people didn’t have 

human rights. Many people moved to the refugee camp because of the 

discrimination.  

Int.: And did you come from Karenni State to the camp?  

Khu Lee Reh: Yes, my parents left Karenni State a long time ago 

because they were very afraid of Burmese soldiers. Burmese soldiers 

came into the village and they were carrying guns. It was very 

frightening. I was a baby when my parents brought me and I grew up in the camp.  

Int.: How did you hear about SDC school?  

Khu Lee Reh: Principal Myar Reh told me about SDC school when I was still in high school. He came to 

speak to us about the programme and I thought, yes, I want to go to SDC when I finish here. I always 

wanted to learn these subjects and to learn the English language and speak it very well.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Int: What are your plans once you finish the ACMTC?  

Khu Lee Reh: When I finish the course I want to help my community. Now I’m learning a lot on the 

ACMTC and I’m very happy. Especially because I’m learning the English language. I think before I 

couldn’t speak English, now I can speak English (laughs).  

Int.: Do you think education is important for your community?  

Khu Lee Reh: Education is very important in this community because we need to increase our 

knowledge. If everybody has an education, there will be equality and unity. Some people don’t have 

education and it is very difficult for them. Sometimes there is conflict in the camp, but I think that if our 

community has more education, we will have less fighting.  

Int.: What is your dream for Karenni state?  

Khu Lee Reh: I want there to be equality. No discrimination, fighting and crime. I want to be free and I 

want there to be equality.  

Int.: What is your favourite thing to do in your free time?   

Khu Lee Reh: My hobby is to sing songs. I love playing the guitar, singing songs and listening to music. 

I like English songs but they sing very fast (laughs).  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos of SDC activities in July  

        

Students buy ingredients for dinner in Nai Soi 

 

            Students perform a funny skit about rice at the Talent Show 

 

 

 

 

The SDC vegetable garden 

 

Workshop with KnNC 

Students practice interview skills in their 

English lesson 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Help us achieve our goals 

To achieve the goals and the promise we made in our mission statement we rely on many avenues of 

support. Core organizational and project funding comes from our main donors. We are also supported by 

our own community, local staff and volunteers from around the world. 

But we still need support to continue doing the good work we do. So if you are able to support us 

financially or with advice or expertise please contact us: 

Mae Hong Son             sdcthailand.wordpress.com   Facebook 

Thailand  officesdc@yahoo.com                 Twitter 

PO BOX 20   +66898526619 

58000 
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